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Pet FlrSt Ald KitS-CaronnFox

A pet first aid kit enables you to be prepared for an emergency.
Ideally you should have one in your car when you travel and
one at home. Get prepared now as it will be too late if you
wait until an emergency occurs. The primary objectives of
first aid are to relieve suffering, save your dog's life and
prevent further physical or psychological injuries until you
can reach or be reached by qualified health care personnel.
K eep those objectivesin mind when purchasing aready-made
kit or assembling your own.

Making your own first aid kit:

Consider all possible emergencies then customize your kit
to suit your purposes. A fishing tackle-type box, tool box or a
waterproof plastic container with tight fitting lid would be
appropriate. Gather your suppliesfirst so you will know what
size container you need. Most items can be purchased at a
drug store, pet store, veterinary supply store and/or from your
veterinarian. On the outside of your container, label “First
Aid” on al sides with a permanent marker. In an emergency
someone else may haveto locate and use thiskit. Go through
your kit at least once a year to replace expired medications
and replace used supplies. Update your kit before taking your
dogson avacation.

On the inside of the lid tape a card with the following
information:

v your name, address and phone number.

v hame and phone number of someone to contact, in an
emergency, who will take care of your dogs if you are
incapacitated.

v your dog's names and any information about medications
they take, any alergies or significant medical conditions
they have.

v hame and phone number of your vet.

v phone number of poison control center.

v snapshot and written description of pet including any
tattoos or microchips.
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Also tape inside the kit a card with alist of the medications
you've included, their general dosages and the specific dose
for the weights of your own dogs. Before you give any
anima medication consult your veterinarian about dosages
and side effects. These medications and dosages are only
guidelines and are for dogs only unless otherwise stated.

1. Buffered Aspirin - 5 mg per pound every 12 hours
for pain relief; antiflammatory.
Note - acetaminophen and ibuprofen are poisonous to dogs.
2. Pepto Bismol - 1 tsp. per 5 pounds every 6 hours for
relief of vomiting, stomach gas or diarrhea.
. Kaopectate - 1 ml per 1 pound every 2 hours for diarrhea.
. Minerd Qil - up to 4 thsp. daily to diminate condtipation.
. Imodium - 1 mg per 15 pounds 1-2 times daily.
. Benadryl - up to 1-2 mg per pound every 8 hours to
treat allergies, itching, etc.
. Dramamine - up to 50 mg every 8 hours to reduce
motion sickness.
8. Hydrogen Peroxide to induce vomiting- 1-3 tsp. every
10 minutes until dog vomits.
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Check expiry dates and update these medications as required.
If symptoms persist, consult your veterinarian as the problem
might be more serious than you think.

[temsYou May Want toPut in Your First Aid Kit

cotton gauze bandage wrap - 1.5 inch and 3 inch width
Vetwrap self adhesive support bandage - 2 inch width
Vetwrap self adhesive support bandage - 4 inch width
first aid tape to secure bandages

adhesive foam (cushion foot pads before bandaging)
cotton gauze pads

regular bandaids

cotton swabs or Q-tips

Benadryl

Buffered Aspirin

Pepto Bismol

Kaopectate or Imodium

Mineral Qil

Dramamine

antibiotic ointment for wounds

antibacterial soap for cleaning skin or wounds

eye rinsing solution (simple mild eye wash)

small bottle of 3% hydrogen peroxide

small bottle of isopropyl rubbing alcohol

alcohol or antiseptic wipes in small individual packets
styptic powder to stop bleeding

topical medication for insect bites

oral syringes for administering liquid oral medicines or
getting ear drying solution into ears...

+ needle and thread
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safety pinsin severa sizes

razor blade (paper wrapped for protection)

matches

tweezers

hemostat for pulling ticks, thorns, large splinters
smdl blunt end scissors for cutting hair away from wounds
bandage scissors

zip and tie-close plastic bags for specimen collecting
and storage

canine recta thermometer (one made specificdly for dogs)
small jar of Vaseline to lubricate thermometer
stockingette (or sock) to protect bandage on foot or leg
commercial muzzle or length of fabric to make one
large exam quality vinyl gloves

specific medications Y OUR dog may need

Pet First Aid Handbook

splint

lodine tablets if you hike and camp in areas where
stream water may not be safe for consumption without
treating with lodine or boiling

burn relief gel pack

burn cream

6 foot leash

blanket

clean towel

homeopathic calming drops

penlight
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First Aid Books

A good book for ahome library is The First Aid Companion
For Dogs and Cats by Amy D. Shojai it covers over 150
everyday accidents and emergencies 439 pages Rodale Inc.
IBSN 1-57954-365-0 paperback $29.95 in Canada
(I found this book at Chapters.)

The booklet provided in Sue Luchuck’s first aid kit is: First
Aid For Dogs & Cats by Dr. Jean Albright, DMV a step by
step first care guide for pet owners 32 pages Published by
Type-Com, Inc (This book is available at The Albert North
Veterinary Clinic in Regina for $5.00 plus tax. Other clinics
may have first aid manuals for sale as well.)

First Aid for Dogs - the essentia quick-reference guide by
Tim Hawcroft BVSc, MACVSc, MRCVS 96 pages Published
by Howell Book House, Maxwell Macmillan Publishing
IBSN 0-87605-546-3 $12.95 in Canada (I purchased this
book at Js Book Outlet, 2425 Quance S. E., Regina, for
$2.99)
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Sue Luchuck’sFirst Aid Kit

Sue attended afirst aid class given by the Albert North
Veterinary Clinic in Regina. Hereisalist of itemsin the kit
she purchased at the class:

First Aid Handbook
Pet antiseptic wipes
10cm by 10cm absorbent gauze pads
5¢cm by 5cm non-adherent absorbent dressing
Sterile “ouchless’ non-adherent pad
Roll of gauze
Gauze pads
Absorbent cotton
Roll of white adhesive tape
Tweezers
Scissors
Thermometer
Latex gloves
Syringe
3M Vetwrap bandaging tape
100mm by 4.5 meters
50mm by 4.5 meters
+ Hydrogen peroxide USP 3%/10 volume topical antiseptic
for minor wounds. (To induce vomiting give orally 1
tsp per 15-20 pounds of body weight).
+ Hibitaine liquid Skin Cleanser (Chlorhexidine
gluconate 4% antibacteria)
+ Hibitaine Veterinary ointment in tube
+ Charcoal powder - activated. (To induce vomiting 2
tbsp in 4oz. water per 30 pounds of body weight).
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FlrSt Ald Ba.S| CS Carolyn Fox

In an emergency situation would you know what to do? Here
| will present a few simple emergency techniques. Being
prepared befor e an emergency occursisimportant. Although
First Aid is not a substitute for veterinary care, knowledge of
basic first aid could save your pet’s life until qualified help is
reached. Have your vet's number on your emergency phone
list. When an emergency situation arises try to remain calm
asyour pet will tend to stay quieter if you do not panic. Keep
in mind that your objectives are to save alife, prevent further
injury, pain or distress, and to help promote recovery.

It is impossible to present all pet first aid emergencies in a
newsletter. It would be wise to take a course, have a book on
hand, or both. These basics of first aid are best learned in a
class or by reading details in a good book:

- artificial respiration

- heart massage (CPR)

- cleaning major wounds

- gpplying bandages, plints, tourniquets and Elizabethan collars

- lifting and transporting ill or injured dogs

How To Apply aTemporary Muzzlefor Dogs
Even the most docile animal, when injured, may bite.
Whenever handling injured dogs take precautions to prevent
being bitten or scratched. A 2-3 foot length of soft strong
material - ie gauze bandage, neck tie, torn sheet - makes a
good emergency muzzle.
1. Make aloop large enough to slip over the dog's muzzle.
2. Quickly dip this over the dog’'s muzzle and tighten. Do
not tie a knot.
3. Cross the tie under the muzzle and wrap behind the
dog'sears. Tieasecure bow.
Allow the pet to pant after handling by loosening or removing
the muzzle. Do not use amuzzle in case of vomiting.

How To Give The Heimlich Maneuver
1. Place your pet in an upright position with its back
towards you.
2. Place both hands, one on top of the other, beneath
the rib cage.
3. Forcefully lift up one or more times to try and gject
the object from the windpipe.

How To Treat a Nose Bleed
1. Restrain pet in a blanket or towel.
2. Place a piece of cotton, gauze, or cloth firmly under
the top lip, just beneath the nose.
3. Apply pressure for at least five minutes. If nose
bleed persists for more than ten minutes, go to the
veterinarian.
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Bleeding

1.

2.

Apply firm direct pressure over the bleeding area until
the bleeding stops.

Hold the pressure for at least 10 straight minutes -
continually releasing pressure to check wound hampers
clotting. Avoid bandages that cut off circulation.

BiteWounds

1
2.
3.

~N o o b~

Approach animal carefully to avoid getting bitten.
Muzzle the animal.

Check the wound for contamination or debris. |If
significant debris is present then clean the wound with
cleanser if available. If not, regular water could be used.

. Wrap large open wounds to keep them clean.

. Apply pressure to profusely bleeding wounds.
. Do not use a tourniquet.

. Wear gloves when possible.

Bite wounds sometimes become infected and need professona
care. Call your veterinarian.

Removing aTick

1.

2.

3.

Apply tick powder or spray over tick; or lay gauze
soaked in alcohol or mineral oil over tick.

If tick is not detached, use tweezers or fingernails and
grasp tick as close to skin as possible.

Remove the complete tick making certain to remove
al mouthparts.

. Clean hite area thoroughly with alcohol or antiseptic

solution.

. Contact veterinarian if animal chews or bites excessively

or signs of weakness are seen as alergies or tick
paralysis or anemia could be indicated.
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Porcupine Quills

1. Muzzle animal and restrain securely.

2. With pliers or hemostats, grab a quill as close to the
skin as possible and steadily pull the quill out. Examine
your pet’s entire body for quills. If quills are not
removed they can travel through the body and cause
injury to internal organs.

3. If numerous quills are present, the inside of the mouth
isinvolved, or you can feel quills buried under the skin,
contact a veterinarian who will anesthetize your pet to
remove quills.

4. Quills embedded in the eyeball should not be removed
before transporting pet to a veterinarian.

Removing Skunk Odor
Mix: 1 quart 3% hydrogen peroxide
% cup baking soda (sodium bicarbonate)
1 teaspoon liquid soap
1. Wet your pet down and work the mixture through the
pet's hair. Do not get mixture in the eyes. Place
protective ophthalmic ointment in the eyes. Leave
mixture on hair on for 3 - 4 minutes then rinse.
2. Repeat severa times.
3. Contact veterinarian if the eyes are severely affected
or the pet continues to vomit or retch.

Minor Burns
These are usually caused by spilling hot or caustic liquids on
pets. Other causes include biting electric cords or cables.
Major burns may be accompanied by shock - learn how to
treat shock in your first aid manual or at a course.

1. If an offending substance is still on your pet, wash it

off with cold water.
2. Apply an antiseptic ointment or use aburn relief gel pack.
3. Contact a veterinarian.

Conclusion

Prevention is better than cure. The best way to avoidinjury is
by prevention. When outdoors be aware of your surroundings,
potentially hazardous plants, dangerous situations, animals
your dog may encounter, and exposure to theelements. Around
the home watch for hazards such as dangling electrical cords
and toxic substances such as dish washer detergent, garden
sprays or weed killers. Read the article in this newsletter on
“Trust”. Keeping your pet on a leash could save him from
injury or even death. When heading out on long hikes with
rough terrain, paw and pad lacerations could be prevented with
the use of “booties” for your dog. Dehydration can be
prevented by realizing that if you are hot and thirsty your dog
probably istoo. Provide fresh water for your dog so he does
not get sick from drinking contaminated water. When travelling
carry a kit that matches the duration of time away from
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immediate assistance and your exposure to the elements. The
worst time to learn about assisting an injured pet is when it
happens. Become familiar with your first aid kit and have a
basic knowledge of first aid techniques.

First Aid Class

The Albert North Vet Clinic, 216 Mclntyre Street,
Regina, will once again be holding aFirst Aid Class. The
Classwill be held Wednesday, April 16 from 7 to 9 PM.
Seating will be restricted to thefirst twenty to sign up so
if you are interested, please register as soon as possible
by phoning 545-7211. There will be a $10.00 registration
fee.

References and Further Reading:

Web Sites:

* First Aid Kit and Emergency Care for Your Pet -
Columbia Animal Hospitals web site
www.cah.convlibrary/fstaid.html

* Pet First Aid Tips and treatment - American Animal
Hospital Association web site
www.healthypet.convfirstaid.html

* What to put in Your Canine First Aid Kit by AnneV.
McGuire www.golden-retriever.com/first_aid_kit.htm

Books:

Amazon.com has 56 books available on their Internet site. |
would suggest a small handbook to carry in your first aid kit
and perhaps a larger more comprehensive book for your
home library.

A good book for ahome library is The First Aid Companion
For Dogs and Cats by Amy D. Shojai it covers over 150
everyday accidents and emergencies 439 pages Rodae
Inc. IBSN 1-57954-365-0 paperback $29.95 in Canada

(I found this book at Chapters.)

The booklet provided in Sue Luchuck’sfirst aid kit is; First
Aid For Dogs & Cats by Dr. Jean Albright DMV astep by
step first care guide for pet owners 32 pages Published by
Type-Com, Inc (Thisbook is available at The Albert North
Veterinary Clinic in Regina for $5.00 plus tax. Other
clinics may have first aid manuals for sale as well.)

First Aid for Dogs - the essential quick-reference guide by
Tim Hawcroft BVSc, MACVSc, MRCV'S 96 pages Published
by Howell Book House, Maxwell Macmillan Publishing
IBSN 0-87605-546-3 $12.95 in Canada (I purchased this
book at Js Book Outlet, 2425 Quance S. E., Regina, for
$2.99)
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From A Breeder’'s Point of View
By Barbara Osborne, Wicklow Wheatens

Most of you reading this article likely
did not breed the dog living with you.
Chances are, after you did all that
research to help you choose the breed
of dog that best suits you and your
family’slifestyle, you contacted several
dog breeders. You likely discussed all
the positive and negative characteristics
of the breed, health issues concerning
the breed, contracts, price, availability
of puppies, etc. You probably made an
appointment to visit the breeder and see
his/her dogs if the breeder lived in your
community. To summarize, you likely
spent many, many hours going through
this process to ensure the chosen breed
of dog wastheright decision for you and
your family.

As a good owner, you did al the right
thingsif you followed the basic process
outlined above. But did you ever wonder
what actually goes into a breeding
program? Did you ask the breeder what
he/she hopes to achieve in their breeding
program? Did you ask the breeder why
he/she breeds dogs?Asbreeders of Soft-
Coated Wheaten Terriers, | can tell you
that we are not asked these questions
very often.

Over the next severd issues of The Prairie
Whesaten, | intend to provide you with
some insight into breeders and their
breeding program. | hope to answer the
guestions noted above, as well as other
issuesthat | feel arerelevant. Aswith al
articles in The Prairie Wheaten, these
are the opinions of the writer and may
not represent all breeders. However, |
intend to keep my articles general
enough so that you can gain someinsight
into dog breeders as a whole.

Before we tackle some of the questions
noted above, let's review the different
kinds of breeders. Strictly speaking,
anyone who arranges a mating between
a male dog and a female dog can be
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called a ‘breeder’.
Technically, they don't
even have to be the
same breed of dog to
get thistitle. With such
a vague definition that
coversalot of territory,
each breeding program
needs to be looked at
separately to determine
their individual goals
and what they hope to
achieve with their
program.

Generally speaking, breeders fall into
one of the following three categories: a
responsible, reputable breeder, a ‘back
yard' breeder or worseyet, a‘ puppy mill’

breeder. Definitionsfromthe SCWTAC
National Club website are as follows:

Responsible, reputable breeder — A
committed breeder views hisher dogs
as a serious hobby. They work actively
with their dogs including having some
success in the show ring. This allows
them the opportunity to assess the physica
and mental characteristics of their dogs
prior to deciding to breed that dog. They
breed for sound dogs with good
temperament with show ring success
being secondary to healthy puppies. The
committed breeder is eager to share
information about the breed and will be
very interested in you and your lifestyle.
They aren’t naturally nosy but have the
interest of their dogsin mind. They will
also welcome you into their home to
see their dogs and the environment they
areraised in. Find a breeder that will be
willing to discuss the problems that are
prevalent in the breed and what they are
doing to correct them. They recognize
that all breeds have their problems but
an informed buyer is a happy buyer. A
committed breeder will recognize the
importance of good socialization of
your dog and should readily discussthis

with you. They will spend time each day
working with their pupsto get them used
to household activities and noises. They
will handle the pups frequently. They
will not place the pups in their new
homes until at least seven weeks of age.
Finally, they will choose a pup for you.
These breeders have spent numerous
hours working with the puppies and
assessing their temperaments. At the
same time, they have attempted to
determine your needs for a pup and are
in the best position to match the two.

A committed breeder researches his/her
dogs and their pedigree. They seek to
determine any latent genetic concerns
that may be in their dog's background.
These same breeders test their dogs for
all genetic problems that are of concern
to the breed. Genetic concerns will still
show up from time to time. Some of
these problems may not have any prior
history and are completely unexpected.
Thisisal part of breeding but working
with a reputable breeder is your best
defence. It will reduce the odds of this
type of problem occurring.

The welfare of their dogs is of the
utmost interest to the committed
breeder. These breeders will include

Continued on page 7
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guarantees in their contract that are in
the best interest of their dogs. These
guarantees should include a clause that
assures the pup can be returned should
there be health or temperament
concerns. The breeder should never be
hesitant to take their pup back or look
out for its best interest. All dogs that are
not intended for breeding should be sold
on non-breeding contracts and the sales
contract should incorporate a spay/neuter
clause for al non-breeding dogs. If this
is not the case you may not be dealing
with a committed breeder.

Back yard breeder - Backyard breeders
are also of concern. Backyard breeders
are often well-meaning pet owners that
have anicedog and want to breed so that
others will have a chance to own anice
dog like theirs. If breeding were as easy
as putting two nice dogs together, the
world would be full of happy, healthy,
nice pups.

Backyard breedersgenerally have one or
two dogs that they love. They do very
little if any dog related activities such
as showing in conformation competitions,
obedience or other training. They

generally don't belong to the related
breed clubs or other dog training clubs.
They know little, if anything, about the
genetic concerns and are unaware of
currently recommended testing procedures.
They know nothing about the breed
standard or the pedigree of their
breeding stock.

These people may be very caring
individualsbut their lack of background
can be a serious shortcoming. Their
puppies may beless expensive precisely
because they may not have invested as
heavily in screening for health and in
studying pedigrees and breeding stock
for soundness. One health problem, that
could have been avoided, and the
economic benefit will paein comparison.

Puppy mill breeder - Numerous
exposes have been carried out by
newsmagazine programs such as 20/20
and 60 Minutes and magazines such as
Time Magazine and Reader’s Digest
about this type of disreputable breeder.
In puppy mills, adult dogsand pupsalike
areraised in filthy, unhedthy environments
with no opportunity for socialization.
Little planning goesinto the breeding of
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these animals which can result in an
inordinate amount of genetic health
problems. Pups are exposed to numerous
viruses and often arrive unhealthy at the
local pet store.

Do not be fooled. A reputable breeder
will not sell his/her puppies to a pet
store. These breeders want to know
where their puppies are going and are
very concerned that you are the right
person for their puppy.

Pet stores tend to highlight the fact that
their dogs are AKC registered. This is
no assurance of quality or health. These
cute little puppies in the cages pull at
your heart strings. You should remember
that thiscagewill not stay empty for long
after you take that pup home. Every pup
that issold thisway createsamarket that
these disreputable breeders are willing
tofill. Ignoreyour impulseto rescuethis
one puppy. This is the most effective
way to discourage the production of
such unfortunate puppies. The best rule
is to avoid pet store pups atogether.

For the purposes of my articles, | will
only concentrate on the breeding
programs of responsible, reputable
breeders. As puppy mill breeders do not
have an ongoing interest in their pups,
breeding stock or the future of the breed,
there is no point discussing their goals
inthesearticles. These breedersareonly
in it for the money. And, although back
yard breeders may be well meaning and
have good intentions, | will not concentrate
on their breeding programs either.

In upcoming editions of The Prairie
Wheaten, | will write more specifically
about what actually goesinto abreeding
program. | will discuss our responsibilities
as breeders, costs of breeding, including
both financial and emotional, basic
genetics, health, phenotypes, genotypes,
choosing studs, whelping litters and
challenges facing today’s breeders.
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How Do You Define a “Really Great Owner” ? by Mike Dumelie

Barb and | have been breeding Wheatensfor
many years. Inthat time, we have met some
of themost outstanding peopleyou could ever
imagine. Our owners are consistently
motivated to: do al of their reading; prepare
for when their pups come home; takethemto
puppy kindergarten andlovetheir dogsthroughout
their life. These are very “Good Owners’.
You can aways count on themto look out for
the physical, mental and emotional health of
their Wheatens.

In the past few weeks | have experienced
owners who have taken this love to the next
level. Unfortunately, two coupleswho arevery
closefriends have had experienceswith their
Whesatensthat are devastating. In both cases,
their dogs were diagnosed with terminal
illnessesthat were not goingtoimprove. Both
couples did all that they could to fight the
conditions. They went the extramileto look
at all alternativesfor treating their wonderful
dogs. Intheend, it was not meant to be.

The focus then shifted to making the dogs as

thefinal days. | know it wastrying watching
their favourite friend, who gave them
unconditional love, slowly deteriorate. No
money that could be spent would save them
fromtheir inevitableend. Itisat thispoint the
“Really Great Owners’ are separated.

Our dogsspendtheir livesproviding unconditiond
love. They are there when you have alousy
day at work or are under some form of stress.
They make you laugh and frustrate you to no
end asthey chaseasquirrel. They enrich our
livesin so many ways. Itisonly natural for us
to want to prolong thiswonderful experience
for aslong as we possibly can. Our friends
resisted the temptation to push for “just afew
moredays’ but instead allowed their wonderful
friendsto passon with dignity beforethe pain
becametoo unbearable.

| have never had morerespect for anyonethan
| haveat thispoint for these people. They are
“Redlly Great Owners’. Whilemy heart goes
out to them, my hat is off to them at the same
time. Thisisthe definition of true love of a
companion. It taught me alot about the true

responsibility of owning aWheaten.

Thisis avery timely lesson for Barb and 1.
Our 10 year old Wheaten Chinziawasrecently
diagnosed withterminal cancer. Sheismy girl
and | can’t imagine aday without her. Sheis
very special to me. | know that | would do
anythingto get rid of thisawful condition. Any
amount of money would be spent if therewere
optionsthat could cure her. Sheistoo young
toleaveus.

Seeing the classthat our friends displayed has
inspired meto “do the right thing” when the
timecomes. | pray that onthat day, | canlive
up to the standard of our wonderful friends. It
is only then that | can live up to the title of
“Redlly Great Owner”. Therewill comeatime
when keeping Chinziaalivewill befor meand
not her. | have promised our girl that | won't
alow her to suffer. Itisonly through theinspi-
ration of our friends and club membersthat |
amsurel can live up to my responsibility

comfortable asthey could asthey waited for

National Director’s Report by Mike Dumelie

| hope that by the time this reaches you wewill be heading out of the
deep freeze. | amtruly sick of the brutally cold weather.

Our National Executive continues to be atruly effective team. The
use of theinternet asacommunication vehicle hasworked well and all
membersare acting very professionally and in the best interest of the
breed. Thishasled tothebeginning of many positiveinitiativesduring
the past couple of years. | must congratulate this group for their
effectiveness.

Current initiativesinclude planning of the next National Specialty by
the Eastern Ontario local section club and the devel opment of National
Specialty guidelinesto assist future clubsin carrying out thisamazing
event. The Eastern Ontario club will be hosting the National Specialty
this Summer in Carp, Ontario, just outside of Ottawa. For those who
missed thelast timethey hosted the Specialty, | highly recommend that
youdon't missthisone. Thehospitality of the Ottawagroupisamazing
and the quality of the show outstanding. Last time we were there, |
nearly ruined asuit during thetorrential downpour during the National
Specidty. Onthe upside, my dog stayed as dry as possible under the
tent while thefull contents of the tent top drained on my head. Make
plansto attend thisyear. Youwill regretitif you don't.

| was recently contacted by Jan Cunningham, a member of the
committee to develop the guidelines for our National Speciaty. She
was seeking feedback on the content of the guidelines they are
developing. For those who remember our last Specialty, you might
have experienced the problems we had dealing with the National
Executive. This was mostly due to a lack of continuity on the

The Prairie Wheaten Spring 2003

Executive and the inability of the board to come up with their own
guidelines. Oneof the most significant recommendations| madewas
to document and transfer whatever isdecided. Good or bad, itisonly
worseif wedon’t haveit clearly documented.

Other recommendations | madeincluded:

1. Limitthecontrol of theNational Board to itemsof significanceto
thebreed such astraining events. The primary responsibility should
rest with thelocal club putting on the event.

2. Providean advisory group to the Specialty committeeswho can
review the planning of the committee and provide advice, where
requested by thelocal club.

3. Providefunding to support atraining event at each specialty. It
isandiond event and agood opportunity to improve the sewardship
of the breed. Currently, the National Club pays asmall amount
towards the cost of the Specialty. In our caseit was closeto 2%
of our total budget. Their money would be better spent supporting
additional eventsduring theweekend to makeit acomplete event.

Thesewerethemagjor points. | aminterestedin other pointsof view. If
you would liketo share your opinions please contact us at
(306) 584-7673 or wicklow@sk.sympatico.ca.

Have agreat Spring! Hopeto seeyou at our next Wheaten walk.
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Trust - A Deadly Disease - author Unknown

Thereisadeadly disease stalking your dog, ahideous, stealthy
thing just waiting its chance to steal your beloved friend. It is
not a new disease, or one for which there are inoculations.
Thediseaseiscalled “ Trust”.

You knew before you ever took your puppy homethat it could
not be trusted. The breeder who provided you with this
precious animal warned you, drummed it into your head.
Puppies steal off counters, destroy anything expensive, chase
cats, take forever to house train, and must never be allowed
off lead!!

When the big day finally arrived, heeding the sage advice of
the breeder, you escorted your puppy to his new home,
properly collared and tagged, thelead held tightly in your hand.

At homethe house was“ puppy-proofed” . Everything of value
was stored in the spare bedroom, garbage stowed on top of
the refrigerator, cats separated, and a gate placed across the
living room to keep at least one part of the house puddie free.
All windows and doors had been properly secured, and signs
placedin all strategic pointsreminding all to “ Closethe door!”

Soon it becomes second nature to make sure the door closes
nine tenths of a second after it was opened and that it isreally
latched. “Don't let the dog out” is your second most verbalized
expression. (The first is“No!")

You worry and fuss constantly, terrified that your darling will
get out and disaster will surely follow. Your friends comment
about who you love most, your family or the dog. You know
that to relax your vigil for a moment might lose him to you
forever.

And so the weeks and months pass, with your puppy becoming
more civilized every day, and the seeds of trust are planted. It
seems that each new day brings less destruction, less breakage.
Almost before you know it, your gangly, slurpy puppy has
turned into an elegant, dignified friend.

Now that he is a more reliable, sedate companion, you take
him more places. No longer does he chew the steering wheel
when left in the car. And darned if that cake wasn't still on the
counter this morning. And, oh yes, wasn’t that the cat he was
dleeping with so cozily on your pillow last night?
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At this point you are beginning to become infected, the disease
is spreading its roots deep into your mind.

And then one of your friends suggest obedience classes, and,
after atime you even let him run loose from the car into the
house when you get home. Why not, he always runs straight
to the door, dancing afrenzy of joy and waitsto beletin. And,
remember he comes every time heis called. You know heis
the exception that disproves the rule. (And sometimes late at
night, you even let him slip out the front door to go potty and
then right back in.)

Years pass - it is hard to remember why you ever worried so
much when he was a puppy. He would never think of running
out the door left open while you bring in the packages from
the car. It would be beneath his dignity to jump out the win-
dow of the car while you run into the convenience store. And
when you take him for those wonderful long walks at dawn, it
only takes one whistle to send him racing back to you in a
burst of speed when the walk comes too close to the highway.
(He still gets in the garbage, but nobody is perfect!)

Thisisthe time the disease has waited for o patiently. Sometimes
it only hasto wait ayear or two, but often it takes much longer.

He spies the neighbour dog across the street, and suddenly
forgets everything he ever knew about not slipping out doors,
jumping out windows or coming when called due to traffic.
Perhaps it was only a paper fluttering in the breeze, or even
just the sheer joy of running...

Stopped in an instant. Stilled forever - your heart is broken at
the sight of his still beautiful body.

The disease is trust. The final outcome, hit by a car.

Every morning my dog bounced around off lead exploring.
Every morning for seven years he came back when he was
called. He was perfectly obedient, perfectly trustworthy. He
died fourteen hours after being hit by a car.

Please do not risk your friend and your heart. Save the trust
for things that do not matter.

Please read this every year on your puppy’s birthday, lest we
forget.

Page 9



The Prairie Wheaten

A MESSAGE FROM MAX

by J.D.Ellis 2001

My name is Max and | have a little something 1'd like to
whisper in your ear. | know that you humans lead busy lives.
Some have to work, some have children to raise.

It always seems like you are running here and there, often
much too fast, often never noticing the truly grand things in
life.

Look down at me now, while you sit there at your computer.
See the way my dark brown eyes look at yours? They are
dightly cloudy now, that comes with age. The gray hairs are
beginning to ring my soft muzzle. You smile at me; | seelove
in your eyes. What do you see in mine?

Do you see a spirit, a soul inside who loves you as no other
could in the world? A spirit that would forgive all trespasses
of prior wrong doing for just a smple moment of your time?

Thatisall | ask. To slow down if even for afew minutesto be
with me.

So many times you have been saddened by the news you hear
of others of my kind passing. Sometimes we die young and
oh so quickly, sometimes so suddenly it wrenches your heart
out of your throat.

Sometimes we age so slowly before your eyes that you do
not even seem to know, until the very end, when we look at
you with grizzled muzzles and cataract clouded eyes. Still the
loveisawaysthere, even when wetake that long sleep, to run
freein distant lands.

| may not be here tomorrow; | may not be here next week.
Someday you will shed the waters from your eyes, that
humans have when deep grief fillstheir souls, and you will be
angry at yourself that you did not have just “One more day”
with me.

Because | love you so, your sorrow touches my spirit and
grieves me. We have now, together. So come, sit down here
next to me on the floor. And look deep into my eyes. What do
you see? If you look hard and deep enough we will talk, you
and|, heart to heart. Cometo menot as“alpha’ or asa“trainer”
or even a“Mom or Dad’, come to me as a living soul and
stroke my fur and let us look deep into one another’s eyes,
and talk. 1 may tell you something about the fun of chasing a
tennis ball, or | may tell you something profound about
myself, or even life in general. You decided to have me in
your life (I hope) because you wanted asoul to share just such
thingswith.
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Someone very different from you, and here | am. | am adog,
but I am alive. | feel emotion, | feel physical senses, and | can
revel inthe differences of our spiritsand souls. | do not think
of you asa“Dog on two feet” - | know what you are. You are
human, inall your quirkiness, and | love you still.

Now, come sit with me, on the floor. Enter my world, and let
time dlow down if even for only 15 minutes. Look deep in my
eyes, and whisper to my ears.

Speak with your heart, with your joy and | will know your true
self.

We may not have tomorrow, and life is oh so very short.

Love,
Max (on behalf of all canines everywhere)

Roz, Greg and Tyler Bacon's “ Duff”
Ch. Wheatndale's Ace in the Holweit
April 13, 1994 to February 18, 2003

Our thoughts and our sympathy goes out to
Roz, Greg and Tyler on the loss of their wonderful
Whesten.
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Mailbag

Letter to Editor - Jan Reinson

It was so interesting to read the Fallow's article, “ Are Two Wheatens Better Than One?” [Editor: see Vol 8 No.2 Fall 2002]
I'd have to say that we experienced many of the same things they mentioned when we brought our second Wheaten, Andy,
into our home nine years ago. At the time Kate was 7 years old and Andy was a bitter pill for her to swallow!

I’ m thinking now though of the reverse situation which we recently faced. That is, having two dogs (i.e. Kate & Andy) and
suddenly there’'s only one — how hard that situation is for the remaining dog to cope with. In our case, Andy grieved
terribly for 3 months and it was very heartbreaking to see him so depressed. He wouldn’t eat, he lost about 8 Ibs. (which
didn’t hurt him!) and generally was in a funk. We discovered that he didn’t know how to “ask” to go outdoors to take care
of business. Kate had always been the one to go to the door and bark, and then Andy quickly lined up with her and out the
two of them went. Same thing for treats! Kate would bark at the pantry door where she knew the treats were kept and
when Andy heard her bark, he lined up quickly beside her to get histreat fix aswell! Anyway, by summer he came around,
learned to fend for himself, and reverted back to his old bouncy self. Now, | think, heis quite pleased to be the one and
only, and actually he's become quite bossy! One has to be part doggie psychologist at times!

We appreciate receiving correspondence from our readers. All
viewpoints, questions, article ideas, photos and “In Memoriams’
are welcome. The Editor needs your ideas to keep this newsl etter
in production.

President’sM essage

Hi Folks,

WEell, al | can say is BRRRRR to the weather - there may be a need to hug your Wheaten just to keep warm. | hope by the
time this reaches you and we have celebrated St. Patrick’s Day that all of uswill be enjoying Spring like weather!

This year marks the 25th anniversary of Wheatens being accepted into the show ring. SO, the Ottawa National Specialty will
be avery exciting event for all Wheaten owners. Thisisto be held in the Fall - you could plan to attend - it should be fun.

Aswith all my messages - | know of some of you who are struggling with the loss of your pet - | can only say that you arein
all of our thoughts! | hope that all of you will continue to test your young dogs for health concerns - there are many new
procedures and advances being made!

| look forward to seeing you at our next event and to share your Wheaten stories!

Margaret Ann Stewardson
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Questionsfor the Editor

Dear Editor,

My Wheaten recently refused to eat the food | have been feeding him for over two years. He has always eagerly dived into his
bowl! and finished it off in no time. Do you have any advice? By the way, hisrefusal to eat coincided with the opening of a
newly purchased bag of food.

Confused.

Dear Confused,

Sometimes our dogs are smarter than we think. Your dog may realize that something is not quite right about your recently
purchased bag of food. It could berancid and past its shelf date or something may have gonewrong in production. Let megive
you a couple of examples. Some friendsin Regina couldn’t figure out why their Wheatens weren't eating well. When they all
started hacking with a sore throat, it was realized they had a bad bag of food. Another ReginaWheaten ate sparingly at a new
bag of expensive prescription diet (available only from veterinarians). He had happily devoured bowls full of the food from
the previous bag. When he developed diarrhea his owner phoned the food company and discovered that this batch of food had
been missed in a company recall. This Wheaten's health was severely compromised by eating the bad batch which had been
over-saturated infat. Much of hishair fell out and ablood test showed that his abumin level had fallen to acritical level. We'd
like to believe that dog food companies have better quality control, especialy in an expensive prescription diet, but it seems
not to be so. Sometimes our dogs know best. |f your dog has no desire to eat from anew bag of food and has side effects such
as diarrhea, a change in stools, or a hacking cough take that bag of food back for replacement.

PP T T
Dear Editor,

My 14 week old Wheaten puppy lovesto dig holesin the back yard. How can | get him to stop digging?
“Holey” Terrier Owner

Dear “Holey” Terrier Owner,

Many dogs love to dig. They may do it to cool off, to chase rodents, bury and retrieve bones, escape confinement, or just for
the fun of it. Providing stimulating chew toys, increased play and exercise time may help deter the digging. Saying “No” and
moving the puppy to a new activity may do the trick. A remote punishment such as turning on a sprinkler or pulling on an
extended leash sometimes helps. Tossing atin can filled with small pebbles near the puppy, not at it, may scare the puppy and
stop the behavior.

Continued on page 13
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Dear Editor,

My Wheaten, who used to love his daily walks, has recently lost the desire and excitement he once showed at walk time.
Where once he would bound to the door at the sight of his collar and leash, he now retreatsto a hiding place or backs away from
the door. Exercise is good for dogs. Should | force my dog to walk with me?

Walking Alone.

Dear Walking Alone,

A reluctance to go for awalk may indicate that your dog isill or injured. Arthritis may be affecting your dog’'s joints. The
development of a disease may be causing weakness. There could be acute or chronic health problems or a spinal misalignment.
Perhaps heisjust under the weather for afew days. If your dog's enthusiasm does not return after a break from daily walks, a
visit to your veterinarian might be wise. One dog who hesitated and then declined to perform commandsin an obedience event
was not pushed or forced into it by her perceptive owner. The dog was later diagnosed and soon after died from numerous
tumors. A Wheaten we knew and loved started hiding at walk time. Hewould obediently come when coaxed, but would want to
lie down in the park and not move on. A couple of months later he suffered a slipped disk that paralyzed his back legs. It was
only then that we realized he had been suffering from the early signs of spinal problems. Our dogs can't tell ustheir problems
or explain their aches and pains but their reluctance to take part in previously enjoyable activities may be a subtle sign for usto
take heed.

Caution: The answers expressed here are the thoughts of the editor and since she is not a veterinarian or trained expert,
application of these opinions are taken at your own risk.

All treeshave bark.

All dogsbark.

Therefore, all dogs are trees.
Thefallacy of barking up the
wrong tree.

- Unknown
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CeebratingtheWheaten’'slrish
Heritage

The Native Dog Breeds of Ireland are:
% Irish Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier
% Irish Wolfhound
% Kerry Beagle
% Irish Red & White Setter
o Irish Red Setter
o Irish Water Spaniel
% Irish Terrier
% Kerry Blue
% Irish Glen of Imaal Terrier

What better time to remember our Soft Coated Wheaten
Terrier’s Irish heritage than in March, the month in which
St. Patrick’s Day is celebrated. The following is taken from
the Irish Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier Standard.

UTILIZATION:

Wheaten Terriers were always used by small farmers to kill
vermin or help with the work about the farm. They were used
for along time in the difficult job of hunting badgers and
otters.

Kissmetool!
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Kissme, I'mIrish!

BRIEFHISTORICAL SUMMARY:

The history of the Irish Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier has been
somewhat obscured by its closeness to the other Irish Terrier
breeds. The Wheaten is probably the ol dest of the four breeds.
Its existence for at least 200 years can be inferred from
textual references to “soft-coated” dogs. The relation of the
modern Irish Terrier to the Wheaten, though less well
documented, appears to have been the result of deliberate
breeding experiments. So the humble Wheaten probably hasa
fairly mixed ancestry. Despitethe long history of the Wheaten,
it wasn't until 1937 that the Soft Coated Wheaten was
officialy recognised by the Irish Kennel Club. The breed has
grown steadily in popularity since and is now well known
world-wide.

You can read the entire Irish Wheaten Terrier standard at

The Irish Kennel Club web site:
http: /imww.ike.ie/nswt.html
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|f Dogs Sent L ettersto God

from the Internet

Dear God,
Why do humans smell the flowers, but seldom, if ever, smell one another? Where are their priorities?

Dear God,
When we get to heaven, can we sit on your couch? Or is it the same old story?

Dear God,

Why are there cars named after the jaguar, the cougar, the mustang, the colt, the stingray, and the rabbit, but not ONE named
for adog? How often do you see a cougar riding around? We dogs love aniceride! Would it be so hard to rename the
‘Chryder Eagle’ the‘ Chrysler Beagle' ?

Dear God,
If adog barks his head off in the forest and no human hears him, is he still a bad dog?

Dear God,
If we come back as humans, is that good or bad?

Dear God,
More meatballs, less spaghetti, please.

Dear God,
When we get to the Pearly Gates, do we have to shake handsto get in?

Dear God,
Are there dogs on other planets or are we alone? | have been howling at the moon and stars for along time, but all | ever
hear back is the Schnauzer across the street.

Dear God,
Are there mailmen in Heaven? If there are, will | have to apologize?

Dear God,
We dogs can understand human verbal instructions, hand signals, whistles, horns, clickers, beepers, scent ID’s, electromag-
netic energy fields, and Frisbee flight paths. What do humans understand?

Dear God,
May | have my testicles back?

Dear God,
These are just some of the things | must remember (in order to keep my present living arrangements)
*  The garbage collector is not stealing our stuff.
| do not need to suddenly stand straight up when I'm lying under the coffee table.
I will not roll my toys behind the fridge, behind the sofa or under the bed.
| must shake the rainwater out of my fur ‘before’ entering the house.
I will not eat the cats' food before they eat it or after they throw it up.
I will stop trying to find the few remaining pieces of clean carpet in the house when | am about to get Sck.
I will not throw up in the car.

Continued on page 16
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I will not roll on dead seagulls, fish, crabs, etc., just because | like the way they smell.

I will not munch on “leftovers’ in the kitty litter box; although they are tasty, they are not food.

I will not eat any more Kleenex or napkins and then redeposit them in the backyard after processing.
The diaper pail is not a cookie jar.

I will not chew my humans' toothbrushes and not tell them.

I will not chew crayons or pens, especially not the red ones, or my people will think | am hemorrhaging.
When in the car, | will not insist on having the window rolled down when it's raining outside.

We do not have adoorbell. | will not bark each time | hear one on television.

I will not steal my Mom’s underwear and dance all over the back yard with them.

The sofais not a face towel; neither are Mom and Dad’s laps.

My head does not belong in the refrigerator.

I will not bite the officer’s hand when he reaches in for Mom'’s driver’s license and registration.

I will not play tug-of-war with Dad's underwear when he's on the toilet.

I will not roll around in the dirt right after getting a bath.

Sticking my nose into someone’s crotch is not an acceptable way of saying ‘hello.’

| will not come in from outside and immediately drag my butt across the carpet.

Thetoilet bowl is not a never-ending water supply, and just because the water is blue, doesn’t mean it's cleaner.
I will not sit in the middle of the living room and lick my crotch when company is over.

I will remember that suddenly turning around and smelling my rear end can quickly clear aroom.
Thecat isnot asqueaky toy; sowhen | play with him and he makesthat noisg, it's usudly not agood thing.

BEST IN SHOW

Congratulationsto “ Paxton”, CH. Wicklow’s Jonaire Kataxin
E-male for his BEST IN SHOW win October 14, 2002 in
Fort Garry, Manitoba. Paxton was bred by Regina's Barb
Osborneand Mike Dumelie, isowned by Joanne Racey deJong
and Geri Mozel, and was handled by agent L eanne Maclver.
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You know you’'readog person WHEN:

You have akiddie wading pool inthe yard, but no small
children.

You have baby gates permanently installed at strategic
places around the house, but no babies.

The trash basket is more or less permanently installed in the
kitchen sink, to keep the dog out of it while you're at work.

You can’'t see out the passenger side of the windshield
because there are nose-prints all over the inside.

Poop has become a source of conversation for you and your
significant other.

You refer to yourselves as Mommy and Daddly.
Your dog sleeps with you.

You have 32 different names for your dog. Most make no
sense, but she understands.

You like people who like your dog. You despise people who
don’t.

You carry dog biscuits in your purse or pocket at all times.

You talk about your dog the way other people talk about
their kid.

You sign and send birthday/anniversary/Christmas cards
from your dog.

You put an extra blanket on the bed so your dog can be
comfortable.

You'd rather stay home on Saturday night and cuddle your
dog than go to the movies with your sweetie.

You go to the pet supply store every Saturday becauseit’s
one of the very few places that lets you bring your dog
inside, and your dog loves to go with you.

You open your purse, and that big bunch of baggies you use
for pick-ups pops out.

You get an extra-long hose on your shower-massage just so
you can use it to wash your dog in the tub, without making
the dog sit hip-deep in water.

You don't think it's the least bit strange to stand in the back
yard chirping “Meg, pee!” over and over again, while Meg
tends to play and forget what she's out there for (but what
your neighbors think of your behavior is yet another story).
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You skip breakfast so you can walk your dog in the morning
before work.

You and the dog come down with something like flu on the
same day. Your dog sees the vet while you settle for an over-
the-counter remedy from the drugstore.

Your dog is getting old and arthritic, so you go buy lumber
and build her a small staircase so she can climb onto the bed
by herself.

You have your dog's picture on your office desk (but no one
else’s)

You lecture people on responsible dog ownership every
chance you get.

You hang around the dog section of your local bookstore.

You are the only idiot walking in the pouring rain because
your dog needs her walk.

You don’'t go to happy hours with co-workers any more
because you need to go home and see your dog.

Your parents refer to your pet as their granddog.
Your friend's dog acts as Best Dog at your wedding.

Your weekend activities are planned around taking your dog
for a hike (both days).

You keep an extra water dish in your second-floor bedroom,
in case your dog gets thirsty at night (after all, her other
dish isway down on thefirst floor...).

You never completely finish a piece of steak or chicken (so
your dog gets a taste, t00).

Continued on page 18
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Your freezer contains more dog bones than anything else.

You bake biscuits for your dog using healthy ingredients but
buy cookies containing artificial flavors and colors for the
family.

You shovel azig-zag path in the back yard snow so your dog
can reach all her favorite spots.

You avoid vacuuming the house as long as possible because
your dog is afraid of the vacuum cleaner.

You keep eating even after finding adog hair in your pasta.
You make popcorn just to play catch with your dog.

You carry pictures of your dog in your wallet instead of
pictures of your parents, siblings, significant other, or
anyone else remotely human.

You have taken a comprehensive pet first aid course but
don’t have a clue how to deal with any injuries of your
family members.

You have awell stocked pet first aid kit but can’t find aband
aid when you need one.

And the number one reason you know you'’ re a dog person:

Your dog is the star of your World Wide Web site!

© © © © © © ©

Oh, and by the way:

Visit Max and MacDuff at http://wheatenguy.tripod.com
Visit Wheatndal e puppies at

http: //www.imagewirel ess.ca/myweb/wheatndal e/

Visit Wicklow Wheatens at
http://mww.jb-ccs.com/dumelie/

Visit Myshawn Wheatens at

http: //www.geocities.com/myshawns/
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VACCINATION NEWSFL ASH by Dr. Ihor Basko

| would like to make you aware that all 27 veterinary schools
in NorthAmericaarein the process of changing their protocols
for vaccinating dogs and cats. Some of this information will
present an ethical & economic challenge to vets, and there
will be skeptics. Some organizations have come up with a
political compromise suggesting vaccinations every 3 years
to appease those who fear loss of income vs. those concerned
about potential side effects. Politics, traditions, or the
doctor’s economic well-being should not be a factor in
medical decision.

VETERINARIANSARE CHARGING $36
MILLIONAYEAR FOR UNNECESSARY

VACCINATIONS SAY DR.BOB ROGERS,DVM.
Vets are fighting the label change in order not to loose a
source of revenue. The vaccine program is a carrot to get
you in the door for annual exams. Evidence suggest
vaccines can trigger fatal cancer in cats and deadly blood
disorder in dogs. Immune reactions in dogs developsin
some, rejecting their own blood.

The latest veterinary research challenges the notion that
pets need to be vaccinated every 12 months. These are some
of the findings:
Dog Vaccine/Minimum duration of immunity from 1 shot

e Rabies: 3 year

e Parainfluenza: 3 years

e Distemper: 5 years

« Kennd Cough: 7 years

e Parvo: 7 years
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Help UsCut Costs

Help us cut paper and postage costs.
Receive your newsletter, in colour,
by email. All you need is Adobe
Acrobat Reader (available free of
charge at www.adobe.com). Send
your e-mail address (and any address
updates) to acfox@canada.com

Back issues can be viewed and
downloaded at:
http: //wheatenguy.tripod.comyprairie.html

Programsat Sherwood
VillageLibrary

6121 Rochdale Boulevard,
Regina (306) 777 6088

Maintaining Your Pet’s Health
Wednesday, April 2

7:00 - 9:00 pm

Learn about traditional and preventative
homeopathic options for maintaining
your pet’'s health. Join Dr. Marilyn
Sthamann, a veterinarian with 15 years
experience, assheexplainsthese dterndive
approaches. Nutrition will also be
discussed.

Bite Free

Wednesday, April 9

7:00-8:30 pm

Why do dogs bite? How can people
avoid bites? What are your lega rights
if you are bitten? Learn dog-safe
behavior for yourself and to teach to
your children. This session will appeal
to adults and young adults. Facilitator:
Regina Humane Society Education
Co-ordinator and Animal Protection Officer.

Grooming News

Lydia Overton, a Professional Pet
Groomer who specializes in Cockers,
Poodles and Soft Coated Wheaten
Terriers, has relocated from Petcetera
to 4-Paws U-Bath and Daycare at 639
Adams St. in Regina (306) 721-7297.
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*kkkkk DEADL'NES *kkkkk

Deadlinefor submissionsfor the next issueis September 10
Please make your submissionsto:
Carolyn or Alan Fox
74 Cooper Crescent
Regina, SK 4R 4J7
or email at c.fox@sasktel.net

7 3

The Prairie Wheaten is the official publication of the Assiniboine Soft-
Coated Wheaten Terrier Association. The opinions expressed herein are
those of the authors and not necessarily those of the editor. The editor
reservesthe right to reasonably edit all material submitted for publica-
tion. Permission toreprint isgranted, provided proper credit isgiven to
the author, ASCWTA and The Prairie Wheaten.
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